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President’s Message 
By John Anderson 

_______________________________________________________ 
 
Greetings Redstone Cottagers.  I hope you have all enjoyed a wonderful summer and 
fall at Redstone.  Winter is not far away, and can also be a fun time at the lake. 

As this is my first column as your president, I want to first of all thank Terry O’Loane for 
his many years of leadership for our association.  Terry has given selflessly to our 
association leading us through a number of issues and he deserves a big thank you from 
us all. 

Terry mentioned in his spring column that two directors have resigned including Karen 
Kimber and Doug Armstrong.  I am pleased to report that Doug has reconsidered and 
has agreed to stay on as our newsletter editor.  Thank you Doug and thanks again 
Karen for your many years of service. In addition, Bob Reid who served as a director for 
many years has sold his cottage and moved to the city.  Thanks also to Bob for his 
service. 

I am sorry to announce also that we are about to lose John Sinclair from the board as 
John and his wife have decided to sell their cottage and are looking at a move to British 
Columbia.  A big thanks to John for stellar service in one of the more demanding 
portfolios on the board. As a result we have room for more members on the board and 
specifically, if any of you out there have the knack for money management, we are 
looking for a new treasurer to replace John’s role on the board.  Please let me know if 
you have an interest in helping us out in this role. 

Our annual meeting on July 8th was well attended with a near full house at Haliburton 
Forest.  Our guest speaker was Pam Schneider from the Federation of Anglers and 
Hunters.  Pam spoke about invasive species – how to recognize various types and how 
to avoid introducing them into our lake.  Following the meeting, we enjoyed chatting and 
meeting new friends and neighbours over some barbequed hot dogs courtesy of Bill 
Burdon’s West Guilford Shopping Centre. 

One issue that has been a concern for all of us for years is the large variation in the lake 
levels that we experience from spring to fall.  Erosion of our shorelines is ongoing and 
both a frustration and a major maintenance issue for many of us.  Our association has 
corresponded with the Trent Severn Waterway in the past but to no avail.  Currently, 
there is a small light on the horizon, as the TSW is about to begin a study for it's 21st 
century direction of water management and they are interested in speaking to all 
stakeholders who may be involved for whatever reason. They have received ministerial 
approval for the study.  A coalition of cottagers’ associations has formed to provide input 
to the study and RLCA has joined the coalition to ensure that our concerns are heard.  
You will read more about that later in this newsletter. 

As you have no doubt noticed, our new RLCA cottage signs are now available.  If you 
have not received yours, you can pick it up at my cottage.  Just give me a call.  Also, just 
a reminder to take down your old RLCA property number sign, as the new 911 number 
now represents your official municipal address. The old numbers can cause confusion. 

As one last item, we are looking for a new web master and a host for our web page.  If 
any of you out there have any ideas, please let me know. 

I look forward to serving you as your president for the next couple of years and if you 
would like to get involved, please give me a call.  Have a great winter!!  



COALITION FOR EQUITABLE WATER FLOW, 
 HALIBURTON SECTOR, TSW 

 
By Terry O’Loane 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

A popular topic of conversation among Redstone cottagers is low water levels in 
our lakes later in the summer and fall each year. We have trouble navigating our boats 
through the Pelaw and Little Redstone channels and sometimes bend a propeller on a 
sunken log or rock. The problem is that our lakes are feeder lakes for the Trent Severn 
Waterway (TSW) so our water is drawn off to keep the canal locks working from the 24th 
of May until Thanksgiving. Nice for them but not good for us. 
 

The TSW was first contemplated in the nineteenth century and was completed 
over a period of nearly ninety years. Its original purpose was to support the movement of 
lumber to Lake Ontario and the transportation of goods into the interior of Ontario to 
support our growing population. These needs no longer exist for the system in the 21st 
century and the TSW now primarily services the tourism industry, provides for the 
generation of hydro-electricity and serves an important flood control role.  

 
For many years property owners on the TSW reservoir lakes have complained 

about sudden drastic drops in water levels as well as shoreline erosion in the spring. 
Many have tried to lobby for better management of water flow in Haliburton County 
without success. Now, after a year of planning, a group of people representing nearly all 
thirty-one reservoir lakes in our area have formed a council called the Coalition for 
Equitable Water Flow, Haliburton Sector, TSW (the Coalition). 

 
Parks Canada, which controls the TSE, agreed earlier this year that a full review 

of the TSW Management Plan was necessary and that the review would include a 
detailed examination of water management. As well, after lobbying efforts by the 
Coalition and other groups, all stakeholders were to be consulted for their concerns and 
input. The Coalition has over this past summer met with Barry Devolin, our MP, and with 
engineers from the TSW. The RLCA was invited to a meeting in August with other 
Haliburton area lake associations and the TSW managers directly responsible for the 
management of the canal system to discuss the part cottage property owners could play 
in the process. The Coalition, at the request of the TSW recently provided input to the 
terms of reference for the recently released Request for Proposal for the Study of the 
Past, Present and Future of Water Management on the  Trent-Severn Waterway. 
Here are a few of the mandates of the RFP: 

 
-To fully understand and document the water resource interests of a growing array of 
stakeholders and the relationship of these interests to the mandate and operational 
requirements of Parks Canada. 

 
-To examine and document alternative water resource management approaches, 
including those of other jurisdictions where the water management conditions are 
similar and where alternative management and/or governance frameworks are in 
place. 
 



-To make recommendations on alternative approaches to water management on the 
TSW that will better serve the interests of the full range of modern and future 
stakeholders including addressing ecological needs. 

 
RLCA decided to join the Coalition as we believe there is strength in numbers and all of 
our voices need to be heard on this very important issue. The Coalition requested that 
member associations pay a membership fee of $0.25 for each of The input that the 
Coalition provided was from the member associations. The our members to cover the 
cost of stamps, printing and supplies.  
 
We will provide an update in the Spring 2007 newsletter as the RFP process will then be 
completed and the study will be underway.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

            
            
  



Membership Report 
 

By John Sinclair 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
 
Membership Status 
 
In the spring newsletter, we reviewed the changes made to the membership database 
resulting from the deletion of those who hadn’t paid their dues for the last two years or 
more. The numbers reported here are based upon those revised numbers. 
  
Our current database comprises 282 potential members. To date, only 201 or 71% have 
paid their dues for 2006. This represents a lag behind the adjusted numbers for last year 
at this same time of 82%. 
 
We again ask that remaining 80+ members send their 2006 dues now as our cash on 
hand is running low. Given that 2006 is almost over, we urge everyone to send their 
2007 dues now as a way of maintaining your association’s finances. 
 
 
Membership & E Mail Addresses  
 
During the summer months, we experienced an e-mail address hit rate of 77% or 206 of 
our 282 members. Unfortunately we have since experienced a fall off. The most recent 
electronic update regarding WRAFT resulted in 12 e-mail address rejections.  
 
Our message has been very clear over the past two years. We need to convert as many 
members as possible to electronic communication as a means of reducing costs. Once 
you’ve provided us with an e-mail connection, you need to keep us updated as changes 
occur. 
 
At one time, a rejected e-mail to you would result in us reverting to land mail. Then we 
undertook to analyze probable obvious errors or changes and would re e-mail. This 
resulted in minimal success.  You need to know that we’ve long since ceased both 
approaches so please (PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE ) consider your e-mail 
address just as important as your postal address. That is, if either changes, we need to 
know in order to stay in touch with you. 
 
 
Dues for 2007  
 
Dues for 2007 are $25.00. Cheques should be made payable to ‘Redstone Lake 
Cottagers Association’ or ‘RLCA’ and mailed to 778 Eyer Drive, Pickering, Ontario L1W 
3C2.  Again we urge all of you who haven’t already paid for 2006 to please do so now as 
well as paying for 2007.  



 
 

RLCA MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL / NEW MEMBER FORM  
 

ANNUAL FEE - $25.00     __ 2006       __ 2007    __  Both 
 

www.rlca-haliburton.com  
 
NAME:______________________________________________________ 

 
MAILING ADDRESS____________________________________ ________ 

 
CITY________________________________POSTAL CODE_____________ 

 
HOME TELEPHONE_____________________________________________ 
 
COTTAGE 911 ADDRESS _______________________________________ 
 
COTTAGE TELEPHONE ________________________________________ 
 
IF NEW MEMBER, PREVIOUS OWNER’S NAMES _____________ ______ 
 
E-MAIL ADDRESS (please print clearly) _____________ ______________ 
 
Please mail to:   John Sinclair, Treasurer, RLCA, 
   778 Eyer Drive, Pickering, ON. 
   L1W 3C2 
   E-Mail jps@pathcom.com  
 
Cheques Payable to: “Redstone Lake Cottagers Associ ation” or “RLCA” 

 
 

 

 



WRAFT  Report 
 

By John Sinclair 
 

 
 

As you will see there are wild variances in values. In speaking with two separate MPAC 
representatives HAVE YOU APPEALED YOUR 2005 MPAC PROPERTY 
ASSESSMENT YET? 
 
By now most members are aware that we have yet to see the increase in our taxes 
resulting from the huge assessment increases from 2004 to 2005. This is a result of the 
municipality borrowing over $1 million earlier this year to defer the increase to us. Unless 
they do the same again this year, your 2007 tax bill will bear the increase we should 
have seen in 2006. So if you experienced an increase in your November 2005 
assessment of say 50%, and assuming the municipality doesn’t borrow again and 
applies the same mil rate as in 2006, then your tax bill will also increase by 50%. And 
since the province has frozen your assessments at the 2005 amount, then you will 
continue at this same tax amount for 2008 as well.  
 
Some members I have spoken to feel that their assessed value from MPAC is fairly 
reasonable and therefore don’t feel it necessary to appeal. But how would you feel if you 
discovered your neighbours were paying half as much or even one tenth of the amount 
you pay? Well that’s exactly the situation on our lakes.  
 
As some members heard me speak about this at various meetings this past year, even if 
your assessed value is a reasonable reflection of what your home may have sold for in 
January 2005, it is the inconsistencies amongst neighbouring properties’ assessed 
values that poses a far greater concern.  
 
Below is a list of the approximately 60 properties that are situated in Picadilly Bay. This 
information was obtained by simply visiting the municipal office in Haliburton one rainy 
afternoon last spring. It’s public information that’s easily accessed right in the front lobby. 
Owner’s names and tax roll numbers have been removed here. This list contains the 
2005 assessed values, lake foot frontage, acreage and assessed value per frontal foot. 
about such discrepancies, both stated these should not exist and readily agreed that 
lake frontage is the single largest determining factor in assessing waterfront properties. 
 

Assessment Frontage Acreage Ass$/ft Assessment Frontage Acreage Ass$/ft 
$478,000 166 0.94 $2,880 $1,050,000 333 2.42 $3,153 
$297,000 150 1.35 $1,980 $144,000 800 2.82 $180 
$357,000 580 5.96 $616 $323,000 267 0.96 $1,210 
$863,000 450 1.53 $1,918 $345,000 430 2 $802 
$165,000 340 1.48 $485 207000 1625 34.1 $127 
$673,000 275 0.94 $2,447 $385,000 166 0.96 $2,319 
$310,000 153 0.74 $2,026 $342,000 165 1.11 $2,073 
$521,000 349 1.49 $1,493 $478,000 433 1.78 $1,104 
$481,000 483 1.33 $996 $704,000 458 1.21 $1,537 
$362,000 367 1.83 $986 $322,000 300 2.75 $1,073 



$616,000 940 6.21 $655 $705,000 166 0.94 $4,247 
$377,000 990 15.35 $381 $383,000 200 1.51 $1,915 
$410,000 440 1.43 $932 $622,000 355 1.091 $1,752 
$541,000 620 3.62 $873 $410,000 808 5.16 $507 
$464,000 1115 2.93 $416 $295,000 250 1.63 $1,180 
$145,000 312 3.8 $465 $415,000 158 0.77 $2,627 
$369,000 1208 6.87 $305 $677,000 190 0.79 $3,563 
$866,000 235 1.74 $3,685 $261,000 296 4.59 $882 
$424,000 192 1.24 $2,208 $675,000 775 5.11 $871 
$708,000 700 10.59 $1,011 365000 425 1.04 $859 
$552,000 175 2.89 $3,154 $524,000 692 4.98 $757 
$375,000 133 1.19 $2,820 $130,000 167 1.4 $778 
$366,000 184 0.77 $1,989 $134,000 180 1.36 $744 

 
Having reviewed the entire lakefront property owner’s listings for updating our 
membership database, I can tell you that the above variances exist in every part of our 
lake. 
  
The process for appeal is fairly straightforward and can be completed on the MPAC 
website. The deadline for doing so is December 31, 2006. The steps involved have been 
outlined in previous WRAFT communications as well as previous RLCA newsletters. 
Even if you are not inclined to appeal, you owe it to yourself to at least check out your 
property profile on the MPAC website and, don’t be surprised if it contains errors. Many 
do. 
 
What follows is the most recent communication from WRAFT for those not reachable 
through e-mail. For those of you who have previously supplied e-mail address 
information but did not receive our October 29th message containing this, it means your 
e-mail address failed. If you fall into this category and you are reading this through some 
other means, we again urge you to provide us with your updated e-mail contact 
information. 
 
On October 23 at a Queens Park news conference, Michael Prue, NDP MPP presented 
the Report of the NDP Task Force on Assessment and Property Tax. They will submit 
the recommendations in their report to their upcoming convention in January with a view 
to establishing policy for the fall 2007 provincial election. The report calls for a freeze in 
assessments at the 2005 level until a residential property is sold or major improvements 
are made. It also calls for the shifting of social service costs, estimated at $3.1 billion per 
year, from property tax to income tax over the next ten years.  Thirdly it recommends a 
seasonal class who call on less services and could be granted a lower tax rate at the 
option of the municipality.  
 
Representatives of CAPTR/WRAFT were present at the news conference and CAPTR 
issued a press release which is shown below. The release stresses the real 
recommendations for reform now being made by senior representatives of both 
opposition parties and urges the government to move ahead with reforms.  "We strongly 
urge that the moratorium be used by the government to debate and implement reforms 
before the 2008 assessment devastates Ontario homeowners." 
 



COALITION AFTER PROPERTY TAX REFORM (CAPTR) 
WELCOMES NDP TASK FORCE REPORT 
 
Toronto, October 23, 2006 - The Coalition After Property Tax Reform (CAPTR) 
welcomes the report released today by the Ontario NDP Task Force on Assessment and 
Property Tax.   
 
"The report clearly recognizes four serious areas of concern with the present property 
tax regime: the downloaded social service costs, the implementation of the 
Ombudsman's recommendations, the impact of the present system on low income 
residents and the need for modification to the present volatile and inequitable basis for 
distributing property taxes to Ontario," says CAPTR spokesperson Bob Topp. 
  
Both opposition parties at Queen's Park have now proposed steps to address the 
fundamental unfairness in Ontario's property tax regime.  
 
"While the Liberal government has introduced a two year moratorium on assessments, it 
has not promised any serious reforms, which we believe are needed now," adds Topp. 
 
"We strongly urge that the moratorium be used by the government to debate and 
implement reforms before the 2008 assessment devastates Ontario home owners," says 
Topp. 
 
CAPTR believes the downloaded social service costs should be removed as soon as 
possible from property tax. It supports the full implementation of the Ombudsman's 
recommendations to deal with the volatility and fundamental inequity in the present  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



FALL 2006          
 
Hello again to all My Great Supporters and fellow property owners of the Redstone Lake 
chain!  
I wish to Thank you for another Banner Year! My staff  have been wonderful and you the 
Clients, Friends, Staff and Family have been over the Top! 
We had a fantastic Wrap Up Client Party on September 16th and gave away a trip to 
Disneyland to one of our clients. Here’s  a  Photo from the party. 
  

                           

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Thank you again to all my Great 2006 supporters and welcome to all new lakeside owners! 
Sincerely, Cathy 
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These are clients that purchased my other listings 
with other cooperating agents. Please welcome 
them to the Lakes also. 
Christine Vernon Pelaw Lake 
Bridget Wilson Redstone Lake 
Jeanne Meunier, Greg Engel Kennisis Lake 
Jennifer Fraser Bitter Lake 
Dave & Patricia Westaway Pencil Lake 
Georgette Findlay Little Kennisis Lake 
Kathy Choi Kennisis Lake 

These are clients I worked with in 2006. 
 Please welcome to the lakes:  
David & Sue Latta Redstone Lake 
Christopher Rogers County Road #7 
Mark Hardeman Kennisis Lake 

Mark Koudis 
Little Redstone 
Lake 

Wesley & Beata Grygowski Little Redstone 
David Guidi/Daniel Hoffman Redstone Lake 
Nancy & Matt Holland Kennisis Lake 
Hans & Kim Schols Kennisis Lake 
Rudi & Wendy Tomiczek Kennisis Lake 
Dennis & Thorna Lawrence Kennisis Lake 
Gary Soper Little Kennisis Lake 
Randy & Natalie Watson Little Kennisis Lake 



RLCA FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
 

April 1, 2005 to March 31, 2006 
 

By John Sinclair 

__________________________________________________ 
 
 
Bank Balance 04/01/05          $638.15 
        
        
        
Income:  
       
Membership Dues              6415.00  
Advertising         720.00  
Clothing (Hats, Vests, etc.)    216.00  
Royal LePage donation    100.00   
        
Total Income                   $7,451.00   $7,451.00 
Total Funds Available        $8,089.15 
        
        
        
Expenses:  
 
RLCA Newsletter Printing & Postage            1420.31   
RLCA Web Newsletter/ Web Hosting                     1023.50   
FOCA Membership     581.01   
WRAFT Donation     300.00   
AGM       347.18   
RLCA Membership Signs             2127.50   
Event Prizes        54.02   
Office Supplies & Stamps    101.00   
RLCA Survey      113.02   
        
Total Expenses            $6,067.54  $6,067.54  
        
Bank Balance March 31, 2006      $2,021.61 
        
        
Note: 2005 HHSF Donation of $250.00 made May 15, 2006 



RLCA MEMBER DONATIONS TO CANOE FM 
 

By Terry O’Loane 
_______________________________________________________ 
 
  Most of you are aware by now of Haliburton’s all volunteer, non-profit 
radio station 100.9 Canoe FM, which is operated by the Haliburton County Community 
Radio Association (HCRA). Unlike commercial radio stations, Canoe FM provides an 
interesting and eclectic mix of programming created by residents of the county for 
everyone in the county. An important part of their mandate is to be a source of 
information in times of crisis.  
 
 In early August this past summer, a tornado-like storm ripped through Haliburton 
Highlands uprooting trees, blocking roads, knocking down power and phone lines. 
Among the many organizations impacted by the storm was Canoe FM. At a time when 
residents and cottagers were in desperate need of information, the radio station was off 
the air. The Canoe FM signal is broadcast from a tower in Eagle Lake and the signal 
reaches that tower via a relay located on the Halco tower near Haliburton Village. It took 
nearly four days for full power to be restored and during all that time Canoe FM was off 
the air.  
 
Canoe FM has set up a Generator Fund for the purpose of purchasing backup power to 
keep them on the air regardless of the crisis. They have sent the Redstone Lake 
Cottagers Association a letter asking our members to consider making a donation to help 
them achieve their goal. Should you wish to do so, their mailing address is as follows; 
 
Haliburton County Community Radio Association 
PO Box 1125 
Haliburton, ON 
K0M 1S0 
 

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 
 
 
 



RLCA Fire Pump Policies  
 

By Keith Beard 
________________________________________________________________ 

 
The Redstone Lake Cottagers Association has provided numerous fire pumps available 
for your use at various locations. The use of fire pumps in relation to a fire is extremely 
dangerous. Please consider the following policies before using these pumps: 
 

�  Please refer to maps on the web site for locations.  
�  There is no guarantee of availability and condition due to infestation, theft, 

misuse or other factors. 
�  The pumps are inspected annually and primed at the start of the season, and 

winterized at the close of the season. They need extensive effort to re-prime. 
�  The pumps are heavy – requiring two adults to move them. 
�  The pumps are housed in plastic containers close to the shoreline – more suited 

to boat access than car or truck access. 
�  The pumps are effective for about 300 feet from the water source, 
�  The pumps are designed for fire ‘containment’, not fire ‘suppression’ – do not 

enter structures where the fire is fully engaged – pump use is intended primarily 
to protect surrounding structures. 

�  Individuals using these pumps shall be solely responsible for their own safety, the 
use to which the pump is put and the resultant condition of the pump. RLCA 
bears no liability – equipment is made available “as is”, “where is”. 

�  The pumps are for individual use – there is no RLCA fire authority or team or 
brigade or other resources organized for emergency needs. Call 911 if required. 

�  Use of these pumps for other than fire suppression is forbidden. 
�  Please inform RLCA if a pump has been used. 
�  The pumps are community based – intended for the use of area property owners. 
�  Individuals are responsible for understanding the proper use of the equipment. 

Demonstrations by RLCA volunteers do not constitute complete training. 
Individuals should undertake personal training to understand and facilitate ease 
of operation – particularly difficult in an emergency.  

 

 

 



LAKE STEWARD’S REPORT 
 

By Terry O’Loane  
_______________________________________________________ 
 
One of the tests that we do every summer is to sample the clarity of our lakes by using a 
black and white disc, called a Secchi disc, in each of the lakes. By measuring the depth 
of water and the colour of the white part of the disc when we can no longer see it 
suspended on a rope, we can establish water clarity. We do this three times over the 
summer. We can then compare the readings we get with those of past years and 
establish a pattern for water clarity. The clarity levels for Redstone and Pelaw continue 
unchanged on average as they have been for several years. Little Redstone has 
improved over the last few years so overall the water clarity of our lakes is good.  

 
We had been informed by a researcher at York University that the spiny water flea had 
been found in Redstone last year. We had a guest speaker at our Annual General 
Meeting in July this year from the Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters (OFAH) 
who spoke about their Invasive Species Program. The OFAH has their own biologists 
and are running a number or research projects in partnership with the Ministry of Natural 
Resources. After the AGM, the OFAH representative and John Anderson did some water 
sampling in the lake. The analysis of the samples revealed no evidence of zebra 
mussels or the spiny water flea. This apparent conflict would lead us to believe that if 
there are spiny water fleas present they must be here in very small numbers. Since there 
are spiny water fleas present in many of our neighbouring lakes it seems likely that 
sooner or later they will be in Redstone too. 

 
 



 
Granite Realty Group Inc. 
Kennisis / Redstone Branch Office 

 
Kerrie Farr and Shirley Rule   
Sales Representatives 
                                                                                                                                Autumn 2006                                                                                                   
Box 841, Highland St. 
Haliburton, Ontario  K0M 1S0 
Telephone: (705) 754 -2100 
Facsimile:   (705) 754 -1497 
E-Mail:  kerrie@century21granite.com 
 shirley@century21granite.com 
Website: www.century21granite.com 
 

 

 
Dear Fellow Cottage Owners: 
 
Although it is sad to see the summer pass, the beautiful fall leaves certainly provide a beautiful 
backdrop for our wonderful cottage country haven, and for those of us who enjoy the winter 
activities, we look forward to another enjoyable season in the snow. 
 
Over the past year Century 21 Granite Realty has continued to expand its network of support to 
those considering sale or purchase of real estate in the Haliburton Highlands, now offering 26 
agents to serve our growing base of clientele.   
 
The number of people searching for good vacation, recreation, and retirement property is 
continuing its upward spiral as the population of Southern Ontario continues to grow and the 
competition for these limited resources intensifies.  The Muskoka and Haliburton Association of 
Realtors Multiple Listing Service statistics show that average sale price of cottages has continued 
the upward spiral over the past year.  The average sale price for cottages sold in the Haliburton 
area has increased from $275,657 in 2005 to $327,275 in 2006, or 18.72%!! 
 
Century 21 Granite Realty has experienced a wonderfully rewarding summer as we have 
continued to expand our level of warm, caring and reliable service provided by our professional 
real estate team.  The purchase of real estate is one of the most significant financial commitments 
that a family or individual can make, and we take pride in our commitment to insuring that this 
adventure is both pleasant and rewarding. 
 
Our list of customers who are in search of vacation properties continues to grow, and our 
inventory is low in this area.  If you are thinking of selling or buying, please send us an e-mail or 
drop by and visit our office – just look for the boat with the Century 21 flag outside our office at 
the corner of County Road 7 (Kennisis Lake Road) and Redkenn Drive.  We will feel 
privileged to assist you with search for that perfect cottage or home and/or with the sale of your 
current property.  Ask about our free Comparative Market Assessment offer. 
 
Here’s wishing you all a wonderful fall and winter. 
 
Kerrie Farr and Shirley Rule 
Sales Representatives 

 
 

This notice is not meant to solicit property already listed. 
 
 

Each Office is independently owned and Operated 
® Registered Trademarks of Century 21 Real Estate Corporation Used Under License 



 

A COMMENTARY ON THE MINISTRY of NATURAL RESOURCES 
PROGRAM FUNDING 

By Terry O’Loane 
 
 

The actions of the MNR greatly affect every one of us on Redstone as this Ministry is 
responsible for fish, wildlife, lake shorelines, etc. and these are all in-your-face things we 
see and care about every day. The MNR has many programs to specifically address 
each area they are responsible for. The Fish and Wildlife Program is responsible for fish 
and wildlife inventory and assessment, conducting essential scientific study, carrying out 
resource management and doing enforcement work. The program is in a financial crisis 
due to inadequate funding. According to the former MNR Director of the Fish and Wildlife 
Program, Andrew Houser, a sound fish and wildlife program requires $120 million dollars 
annually to operate successfully. Over 6.7 million Ontarians and over one half million 
visitors to the province participate in some sort of fish and wildlife activity. The annual 
economic contribution is $6.7 billion value added and over 77,000 person years of 
employment. As the Fish and Wildlife Program entered the 2006/2007 fiscal years, its 
base budget was kept at the 2005/2006 levels of $78 million dollars. This amount just 
does not provide staff with enough money to do their jobs.   

The Special Purpose Account (SPA) which captures revenues related to fishing, hunting, 
commercial fishing and trapping licences now provides $60 million dollars which is over 
75% of the base program funding, an increase of over 40% over the past decade. The 
five million people who pursue wildlife viewing and nature appreciation, but do not hunt 
or fish, make mo contribution to the SPA; rather their contribution is through the 
Consolidated Revenue Fund (CRF) and general taxation. Despite growing interest by the 
public in the protection of biodiversity and ecosystem integrity, and the achievement of 
resource sustainability, the CRF contribution to the base fish and wildlife program 
funding decreased from $23.4 million dollars in 2000/2001 to $15.9 million dollars in 
2005/2006. 

This lack of funding for MNR programs is causing some of the programs to be cut to the 
point of becoming useless or being completely shut down. The management and 
operation of fish hatcheries is one area that has taken a real beating. The Haliburton fish 
hatchery was turned over to the Haliburton Highlands Outdoors Association several 
years ago to save it from being shut down. This hatchery provides all of the walleye fish 
stock for our area. In Markham the Ringwood Fish Hatchery was about to be closed 
down until the Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters (OFAH) and the Toronto 
Sportsman’s Show stepped in at the end of September to take it over. This hatchery 
supplies all of the Chinook salmon that are stocked on the Canadian side of lake 
Ontario. The MNR was going move Ringwood’s production to another hatchery and that 
would have significantly reduced the ability of that hatchery to support its local 
requirements.   

Our Premier Dalton McGuinty, in a pre-election meeting with the OFAH, had promised to 
return the Fish and Wildlife Program to an adequate level of funding. To date, he has not 
lived up to his promise (just another one of many). The government needs to get this 
important program back on track before any more damage is done. 
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·  fresh meat 
·  fresh poultry 
·  fresh produce 
·  groceries 
·  household products 
·  wine, beer and spirits 
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Lotto Centre, Dry Cleaning, Post Office, ATM Machine, 
Garden Centre and In-Store Bakery. 
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Monday – Thursday 7:30 AM - 6 PM  Monday – Thurs.  7:30 AM -   8 PM 
Friday   7:30 AM - 9 PM  Friday         7:30 AM - 10 PM 
Saturday & Sunday 8:00 AM - 6 PM  Saturday        7:30 AM -   8 PM 
       Sunday        8:00 AM -   6 PM 
 
 

The LCBO & Beer Store have the same hours except fo r Sundays. 
Sunday hours are 11 AM – 6 PM 

 
 

Call ahead meat orders are welcome.  Just ask for B ill or Chad. 
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2006/2007 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 
 
President       VP, Treasurer & Memberships  
 
John Anderson     John Sinclair 
mary.anderson@sympatico.ca    jps@pathcom.com  
Home: 905-773-2106     Home: 905 831-9536 
Cottage: 754-3896     Cottage: 754-3456 
 
Lake Plan Steward      Secretary  
 
Keith Beard      Cathy Lancia 
keithbeard@rogers.com              cathy@cottagecountryhaliburton.com                                            
Home: 416 489-6196     Home: 754-3336 
Cottage: 754-3050 
 
Fire Marshall       Road Steward  
 
Al Cole       To Be Announced 
judithann@sympatico.ca      
Home: 754-1448      
        
 
Lake Steward       Newsletter Editor  
 
Terry O’Loane      Doug Armstrong 
twoloane@sympatico.ca    rdarmstrong@sympatico.ca    
Cottage: 754-4365     Cottage: 754-1237 
 

 

Directors - At - Large  

Stew Cannon      Aline Huleva 
stewandellie@rogers.com     Home: 754-2863    
Home: 905 642-9871      
Cottage: 754-1883      
            
Larry Cousins      Shal Gewurtz     
larrysusi.cousins@sympatico.ca    shal.gewurtz@sympatico.ca    
Home: 519 856-4712     Home: 416 226-2247    
Cottage: 754-1381     Cottage: 754-2248  
   
Brian Trotter    
btrotter@globeandmail.ca   
Home: 705 737-3829 
Cottage: 754-3949  
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